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Danny’s  Place  Youth  Services 

Future Plan 

Since  March  2006,  Danny’s  Place  Youth  Center  has  been  supported  and  managed  by  Danny’s  Place  

Youth Services (DPYS), a privately funded non-profit organization managed by a Board of Directors.   

Since its inception, the mission of DPYS was to provide a physical drop-in space and to run programs for 

youth that supported health and wellness through fun activities and entertainment.  The Youth Center 

has proven to be a haven of social and emotional support for our community’s  youth  at  a  critical  stage  in  

their development.   In addition, DPYS awards three annual scholarships, and has provided financial 

grants to groups offering programs and activities in relevant areas.    

 

Due to physical changes on the Acton school campus, the Youth Center can no longer be housed in the 

Administration building, and will close on April 25, 2014. 

 
The general mission,  management,  and  funding  of  Danny’s  Place  will  not  change.    However,  the  new  physical  

space and programming will be fundamentally different: 

 

 Danny’s  Place will reopen in the Fall of 2014 at 537 Massachusetts Ave in Acton 

 The facility will be a gathering space with an office for the adult Executive Director, and will be open on a 

part-time basis for club meetings, small activity groups, and meetings with the Executive Director 

 DPYS will support three types of programs through the facility, adult leadership, and funding: 

1. Youth led initiatives and activities based on the interests of individuals, with a variety of programs 

such as theater or civic 

2. Youth development programs offered by the 4-H Club, such as stress management or environment 

3. Community-run programs such as Skid School, self-defense clinic, or community-based 

entertainment programs 

 The guiding themes for all supported programs will be those expressed in the Life Skills Model used by 4-H 

 The adult Executive Director will help youth define and implement initiatives and activities, oversee  4-H 

club meetings, evaluate and fund community-run programs, and participate in the scholarship award 

process 

 

For more information contact Cindy McCarthy at 1-508-517-6695, CindyMcCarthy6357@gmail.com  
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4-H Club Program 
 
I pledge  
    My Head to clearer thinking 
    My Heart to greater loyalty 
    My Hands to larger service and 
    My Health to better living for my club, my community, my country and my world. 

 
 Program originated as agricultural clubs for youth 

and has expanded to become  the  nation’s  largest  
youth development organization 

 4-H.org offers research-driven programming for co-
educational clubs to engage in hands-on learning 
activities in science, citizenship and healthy living 

 Activity based periodic club meetings run by youth 
members 

 Club members plan and run fundraisers to cover 
club expenses 

 
 
 
Life Skills Model 
Head  Heart  
    Managing Goal Setting    Relating Communication 
 Record keeping  Conflict resolution 
 Use of resources  Social skills 
 Planning/organizing  Cooperation 
    
    Thinking Decision making    Caring Empathy 
     Problem solving     Nurturing relationships 
 Critical thinking  Sharing 
    
Hands  Health  
    Giving Leadership    Living Stress management 
 Citizenship  Disease prevention 
     Volunteering     Personal Safety 
    
    Working     Teamwork    Being Self-esteem 
 Self-motivation   Managing feelings 
 Marketable skills  Self-discipline 

 

4-H Study of Positive Youth 
Development conducted by the Institute 
for Applied Research in Youth 
Development at Tufts University shows 
youth engaged with 4-H are: 

 Nearly two times more likely to get 
better grades in school 

 Nearly two times more likely to plan to 
go to college 

 41% less likely to engage in risky 
behaviors 

 25% more likely to positively contribute 
to their families and communities 
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